The Social Democratic Party (Denmark)

Migrants and Refugees

An immigration and refugee policy that promotes integration

Solving the refugee and migrant crisis can only be done via an international and binding
collaboration wherein Denmark needs to play an active role and respect the international
conventions at all times.

From a historical perspective, there are record numbers of displaced people. However, the
current asylum system is nowhere near fair or appropriate. Among other things, it helps to
support a human smuggling industry that exploits the misfortunes of others and where
refugees are facing violence and assault or losing their lives crossing the Mediterranean.
Many of those who have come to Denmark have been successfully integrated. They have
learned to speak Danish, they go to work and they are an active part of the local
communities and make significant contributions to our society that we cannot do without.
At the same time, there are still challenges associated with making integration work
everywhere. Too many immigrants and refugees are not participating in the labour market.
In particular, this applies to women who have come to Denmark as adults.

We are also increasingly living separate lives instead of living in integrated communities. It
creates distrust when children of different backgrounds do not go to the same schools and
when housing sectors with a lot of immigrants are also socially vulnerable areas.

We do not need symbolic politics, we need real solutions that work to solve real life
integration issues.

A new Government will pursue a responsible immigration and refugee policy, which will take
a more active approach towards promoting integration and the lives of children and their
opportunities to take an active part in Danish society.

A new Government will:
Work towards building a more humane asylum system. The current asylum system is
characterised by severe unfairness, and it means that people on the run are exposed to
violence and assault and risk losing their lives, while at the same time, human smugglers
are making billions of Danish kroner from the misfortune of others. It will be a significant
priority for a new Danish Government’s foreign policy to attempt to gain international
support for a future and more humane asylum system within the framework of
international law.

Providing more aid to more people. The conditions in the poorest parts of the world
need to be fundamentally improved, otherwise people will continue to, quite
understandably, seek a better life elsewhere. A new Government will pursue a policy on
an international level that addresses the underlying causes for people being displaced or
wanting to emigrate to Europe. In connection with the next budget negotiations in the
EU, a new Danish Government will work towards the implementation of a historic aid
package, particularly aimed at Africa.



Promote integration in Denmark. A new Government will pursue a policy that promotes
integration and ensures that individuals, regardless of how long or how briefly they stay
in Denmark, contribute to society, learn Danish and find a job. A new Government will
work to counter the trend of society becoming more and more divided and will instead
work actively to promote a society wherein we live in mixed communities. The objective
of promoting integration and promoting a mixed society is to be supported by the
following initiatives:

An annual action plan that will specifically state how integration can be promoted
and strengthened.

Ensuring that people are met with a clear expectation that they should contribute so
that no one is left to a passive life living off social benefits.

Ensuring that the basic integration course (integrationsgrunduddannelsen/IGU) is
continued and, if possible, strengthened.

It will be expected that all foreigners — also refugees with only a temporary residence
permit — contribute to society while they are here, either by taking an education or
having a job. For those who are here on a temporary basis, this will help them when
they return and help to rebuild their country. A new Government will focus on
ensuring access to study programmes above the level of youth educations for
refugees with a temporary protected status.

The approximately 70 children who have been hit by the integration evaluations
from 2016 and until now will be helped by giving them three months to apply for a
family reunification based on the criteria of the new legislation, even if their parents
have been here longer.

o Ensuring common sense in the immigration and refugee laws. The immigration and
refugee laws are extremely complex and they need to try to manage a lot of different
considerations and situations. Unfortunately, this often means that there are frequent
examples of the rules appearing unfair and unnecessarily bureaucratic in concrete
situations. A new Government will construct its policy based on common sense
principles. For example, this means that international students who have paid for their
studies themselves in Denmark need to have better opportunities to apply for a relevant
job when they have graduated. At the same time, the fees for Danish courses in relation
to employment need to be reduced to an appropriate level, while the penalties for not
participating will be increased. Spouses from abroad coming from English-speaking
countries should not have to go through an unfairly bureaucratic process to document
their English proficiency. Similarly, a new Government will aim to create good conditions
for citizens of the U.K. to remain in Denmark after a potential Brexit. Refugees who have
been employed in Denmark for two years can have the opportunity to remain while they
are in employment under certain employment contracts — however, residency may be
extended in case of employment in the same industry and on similar employment and
salary terms.



o New departure centre for families with children. A new Government will respect the
fundamental principles of the asylum system and therefore respect the fact that asylum
seekers who have received a final rejection to their application for asylum must return
home. However, this does not change the fact that children are blameless in the
situation they find themselves in. Therefore, the current conditions for children should
be improved in way that supports the children in having an everyday life that is as
normal as possible. A new Government believes that within that context it will be
possible to find a more appropriate location for a departure centre for children with
families than Departure Centre Sjaelsmark (Udrejsecenter Sjelsmark). The new
departure centre must be set up based on the recommendations of the Red Cross and
the Ombudsman’s report concerning the conditions at Sjeelsmark.

o Resume Denmark’s acceptance of quota refugees. Based on the current low level of
residency permits related to asylum and family reunifications, the new Government
assesses that Denmark can resume accepting quota refugees in 2020, with a particular
focus on women and children. Already in 2019, a new Government will receive the
smaller group of quota refugees who require a particularly high level of support. If the
spontaneous asylum applications and the number of family reunifications increase, the
sitting Minister of Immigration and Integration shall retain the authority to lower the
quota or temporarily halt the acceptance of quota refugees.

o Departure centre for those who have received deportation orders due to criminal
convictions. A new Government will work towards ensuring that criminals with a
deportation order are sent out of Denmark faster than what is currently the case. A new
Government will launch an investigation of where best to place such individuals while
they remain in Denmark.

Immigration Policy

Asylum: The number has a significance

THE NUMBER HAS A MEANING. The number of non-Western foreigners who are granted
asylum in Denmark has a bearing on how many we can integrate. Therefore, Denmark itself
must be able to decide how many we will receive.

New asylum system: The number has a significance

The number has a meaning. The number of non-Western foreigners who are granted asylum
in Denmark has a bearing on how many we can integrate. Therefore, in Denmark we must
work to limit how many we receive.

Social democracy has a comprehensive plan that takes responsibility for Denmark and
extends into the world. It is a plan that fully complies with international conventions. And a
plan that can set a model for other European countries. Not least because the plan is based
on the individual countries' right to decide for themselves how many foreigners they can
accept. And at the same time, support an international world order through the UN. Where
the equitable distribution of refugees occurs by the countries receiving the number of
allowable refugees that can be reasonably integrated.



https://www.socialdemokratiet.dk/da/politik/udlaendingepolitik/

Social democracy's plan cannot be realized by Denmark alone. But the Social Democracy has
the ambition that several countries in the EU join forces to set up reception centers. And we
will work to ensure that the entire EU asylum system is organized on the same principles. So
that asylum treatment takes place exclusively in safe countries outside Europe. And that the
influx into the EU is regulated through the UN's quota refugee scheme.

We are in a historic refugee and migrant crisis. More than 60 million people have fled from
war and unrest. At the same time, more and more migrants are seeking a better life in
Europe, but unfortunately the journey often ends unhappily. In just three years, more than
10,000 children, women and men have drowned in the Mediterranean, while cynical
traffickers make billions in the misfortune of others. And those who cannot afford to escape
are left behind.

Denmark must help when people are sent on the run. We always did, we do, and we must
continue to do so. At the same time, demographic developments in Africa and climate
change in themselves will mean that migration pressure on Europe will only grow in the
coming decades. We have to deal with that. And we must remember that our current
asylum system is not designed for a permanent migration migration created by explosive
population growth, poverty and climate change.

The basic challenge is that as long as spontaneous asylum in Europe can be demanded,
people will continue to drown, human traffickers will be gilded while real refugees will

fail. Therefore, it must be turned upside down. The current system is unsustainable, unfair,
decidedly inhumane and too expensive.

In addition, the vast majority of the world's refugees reside in the conflicts. This is where
help is most needed. The way the current asylum system is organized creates a huge
distortion of the many resources we spend on refugees and migrants. We spend more
money on asylum seekers who are able to reach Europe's borders with human traffickers,
while allocating far fewer funds to the majority of the world's most vulnerable and poor
refugees in the surrounding areas. It is unsustainable. And that is profoundly unfair.

That is why we have been at the forefront of a dialogue on how to create a European
asylum system that can cope with the persistent migration pressure on Europe's borders. A
system that not only helps those refugees who have the resources to reach our

borders. And a system that breaks down the traffickers' business model so that no one can
profit from the deaths of thousands of people in the quest to reach Europe.

Social democracy's goal is to help more and more. In a way where we simultaneously look
after our own community. And in a way where we ensure that the resources and resources
we use on the world's refugees are used, so that they reach the longest and help the most.

We believe that Denmark needs a coherent and long-term foreign policy. Where the basic
direction is fixed and where no single element changes constantly. Our entire play is a
presentation for discussion. We like to listen to other people's good ideas. But we will insist
on one thing: There is a need for broad and binding cooperation on long-term



solutions. Denmark does not need the block policy and divide that has historically
characterized the foreign policy. On the contrary.

Social democracy stands for a foreign policy that is both fair and realistic. A foreign policy
that unites Denmark.

https://www.socialdemokratiet.dk/da/politik/udlaendingepolitik/asyl-antallet-har-en-betydning/

Integration Policy: The New Freedom struggle

THE NEW FREEDOM STRUGGLE. Integration policy is not just about learning the Danish
language and becoming part of the labor market. It is just as much a matter of sharing the
basic values of our society.

Integration policy: Part of society

Integration policy is not just about learning the Danish language and becoming part of the
labor market. It is just as much a matter of sharing the basic values of our society.

Many have entered Denmark without becoming part of Denmark. Social Democracy will
change that.

Integration policy is not just about language and work. It is at least as much about values
and cultural barriers. We as a society have long believed that if only those who came here
learned the language and got a job, then they would also share our values. And fortunately,
many do. But, unfortunately, there are too many who are ideological opponents of our
democracy and societal values and who oppose it wherever they can.

They are destroying more than probably many integration projects can ever fix.

Throughout history, social democracy has fought the barriers and inequalities that keep
people in an unfair existence. In Denmark, we have secured women's voting rights, taken a
stand with patriarchal societal structures and given the gay right to be ecclesiastically
devoted. When it comes to creating a society that sets people free, we have come a long
way in Denmark over the last 100 years. This is primarily due to the expansion of our
welfare model. Free and equal access to health. Education for all and a flexible labor
market. Caring when you get old. It provides security. And thus real freedom to create the
life you want.

Many have entered Denmark without becoming part of Denmark

Too many have been granted asylum and have entered Denmark without becoming part of
Denmark. It squeezes the cohesiveness. When many non-Western immigrants - not least
women - go home instead of working, it does not only mean that they find it harder to make
a living in Danish society. It also has financial consequences. According to the Ministry of
Finance, the public net expenditure on non-western immigrants and descendants was DKK
33 billion in 2014.


https://www.socialdemokratiet.dk/da/politik/udlaendingepolitik/asyl-antallet-har-en-betydning/

Freedom for the individual - created by and in a community

Denmark is based on the fact that we have a strong community. A community that everyone
feels obligated to be a part of and contribute to. Because we have expectations for each
other. And because we create a common understanding of who we are as a country and as a
people. And what community we want.

Many foreigners have become an integral part of Danish society. Because they speak the
language, are at work or otherwise contribute, and because they share our values. They are
Danes just like everyone else. Because they have wanted it themselves, fought for it and
because we as a society have given them the opportunity.

Unfortunately, some of the non-western immigration to Denmark has also meant that today
we have areas in our country where freedom does not exist for everyone. Where you are
not part of a Danish community. And where the consequences of social control are deeply
disturbing. Forced marriages, honor killings, violence, pressure to wear a scarf,
re-enactment journeys, ban on going to leisure activities. All that is going on in Denmark.

It is first and foremost a struggle for and with the many new Danes who share the Danish
values and who, more than anything else, would like to be part of our society. But that is
being prevented by their families and the environments that they are part of. That is why it
is also a struggle for our democracy. And because religion is always subordinate to our
democracy.

Integration policy is also a struggle for mixed schools, mixed neighborhoods, and mixed
communities. Because the alternative is parallel society, which makes integration somewhat
near impossible. In parallel societies, other norms and rules exist than those in the rest of
society. And extreme minorities can unmistakably preach hatred and resentment towards
Danish society and other religions.

Social democracy wants an integration policy where more people must contribute to our
society. Therefore, we will introduce a duty to contribute for immigrants on cash assistance
and integration benefit, equivalent to normal work for 37 hours a week.

This is not an easy task we are facing. And it is not solved with a single proposal or right
away. Not least, this requires that we become more clear about the values that apply in
Denmark.

Here, the answer should be simple: Either they become part of Denmark, with everything it
entails. About contributing to society and supporting our basic democratic values. Or they
find another place to live that is more in line with their values.

https://www.socialdemokratiet.dk/da/politik/udlaendingepolitik/integrationspolitik-den-nye-friheds
kam



https://www.socialdemokratiet.dk/da/politik/udlaendingepolitik/integrationspolitik-den-nye-frihedskamp/
https://www.socialdemokratiet.dk/da/politik/udlaendingepolitik/integrationspolitik-den-nye-frihedskamp/

